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Dear Primary Families, 

It's been so great having the kids back in person! Thank you for your commitment and support, as 
well as for adhering to our procedures and guidelines to ensure everyone is healthy and well. 
Please remember that if your child is sick there is no expectation they participate online. We follow 
our traditional pre-covid procedures and will catch them up when they are healthy enough to re-
turn in person.    

It's been wintery these past few weeks and apparently “Punxsutawney Phil” did see his shadow this 
year which means more winter is yet to come. It should be assumed we will go outside every day. 
Students go outside as long as the air temperature is 0° and above and the windchill is within -10°. 
Please ensure you are sending your students to school with all their winter gear.    

To get us through the remaining portion of winter, I encourage you to engage in our annual I Love 
To Read events. Reading has always been an important part of what we do each and every 
day.  Each February and March our school, with support from our PTO partners, organizes some 
extra special, fun activities for our kids to take part in.  Each grade level is planning events around 
reading. Stay tuned for more information.   

Educating your child is a partnership.  As a parent, you are your child’s first and most important 
teacher. READING is one of the most important things you can do with your children at 
home.  Here are a few reading tips and ideas to try at home this month and throughout the year.   

1. Read a recipe together and make something with your child.   
2. Be a model reader yourself.  Let your kids see you reading and how enjoyable it can be.   
3. Listen to audiobooks together.  
4. Have age appropriate books available. Provide a literacy rich home environment.   
5. Play a board game together and READ the directions.   
6. Turn devices & t.v. off one night. Spend the evening reading together.   
7. Read to your kids each night.  Be creative and have fun, try reading in different areas of 
your home.  

READ, READ, READ.  Take every opportunity you can to read to your child.  Children who read at 
home on a regular basis do better in school and are more successful in life.  READING can really 
take you places.  Enjoy the journey!   

Be a STAR! 
 
Amanda Durnen, Principal Byron Primary School 
 

http://www.bears.byron.k12.mn.us


Technology Issues: If students have technology issues while not at school, you can call 
507-624-0380 and leave a message or file a Help Desk ticket here. 

 

Emergency Closure Information: At the beginning of the year, you should have filled out 
an Emergency Closure Plan, in the event that school is dismissed early. If you didn’t fill one out, 
or have a change to your plans, please contact your students teacher.  The plans are kept by the 
teacher in the classroom. Student’s should NOT make phone calls or send emails home to make 
changes to their plan. 

 

Parent /Teacher Conferences: Parent Teacher conferences will be held virtually on Mon-
day, March 15 and Thursday, March 18. Watch for more information coming soon. 

 

Outdoor Recess: Please make sure to send appropriate winter wear with your child to 
school: boots, hat, jacket, gloves and show pants. Students will go outside when the air temper-
ature is 0° or warmer and wind chill is -10° or warmer. 

 
Notes from the Nurse   
Thank you again for everyone's collaboration and flexibility during the pandemic. We greatly 
appreciate everyone's willingness to assist in keeping our schools open and safe! As COVID-19 
continues to play an important role in our lives, we will continue to follow the guidance from the 
county and state.  Please review the attached Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Decision 
Tree, which guides our decisions regarding absences and COVID-19 testing.  Take notice that if a 
household member (parent/guardian or child) is getting tested due to symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19, that ALL household members must stay home until those results are final-
ized.  Please don't hesitate to reach out if you ever have questions. 
                       Jennifer Brommer      507-624-0311         Jennifer.brommer@byron.k12.mn.us 

Reminders: 
 If a student comes late, please walk your child to the door for drop off. 
 If a student needs to be picked up early, parents may wait in the entry. 
 On Friday’s, all students must check in for attendance. Your teacher will communicate 
any other items they will be covering. Friday mornings are also a designated time for some 
students to come into the building.. This is by invitation only. The remainder of the day will 
be used for planning and preparing as per Governor Walz’s Executive Order.  

 

Drop Off: 
 Students may be dropped off beginning at 7:30am 
 Please pull all the way forward and make two lanes, one on the left and one on the right. 
All students enter through the main doors, Door “A” 
 School begins at 7:55 am, all students will be marked tardy if they are not in their rooms 
by 8:00 am 
 If a student comes late, please walk your child to the door for drop off 

 
Pick Up: 

 When picking your students up, please pull all the way forward making two lanes.  
 Students will be lined up in the building during the cold weather months, and called out to 
designated cars.  
 We dismiss 12 cars at a time. Once all 12 cars have their students we will move the next 
twelve cars forward as a group.  
 If you do not have the blue card, any paper/card you have with the teachers last name, 
and students first name is all that is needed. You may display their names by holding it, or 
placed in dash, or on side window, whatever works best for you.  

 

 

https://sites.google.com/byron.k12.mn.us/flextech/home


Birthday Book Donations: 
In lieu of birthday treats, please consider having your child donate a book to our media center 
library. The books listed can be found through Barnes and Noble and on Amazon.com. These 
books would be a great addition to the library here at the Primary School. Also, choosing from 
this list will prevent us from receiving copies of books for which we already have plenty of.  A 
“donated by” stiker will be placed inside each book cover, listing the child’s name.  
 
If your child’s birthday has already passed by, no worries! Birthday book donations are accepted 
at any time! 
 
Thank you for considering a book donation for your child’s birthday this year.  
 

 

 

Upcoming February Dates 
 

8 - Special School Board Meeting, 5:30pm 
 

      PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 
 

15 - President’s Day - No School 
 


